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Centre for Youth Empowerment and Civic Education (CYECE) is
very much delighted to present some key highlights on the work
done in the year 2023. Furthermore, this report will present some
successes and achievements following the implementation of
various interventions in the year 2023. Much as we all know that
the year 2023 was a very challenging year in view of various
problems which as a country we experienced, it is pleasing to
note that we managed to successfully achieve over 95% of our
planned activities. The year 2023 has been very challenging for
many Malawians considering the plights experienced such as the
Tropical Cyclone Freddy as well as recovering from the effects of
Covid-19 among others. In other words, it has been a
back-to-back moment of challenges and problems for majority of
Malawian due to the aforementioned problems. CYECE was
affected by the Tropical Cyclone Freedy in some districts which it
works among them Machinga, Mangochi, Chikhwawa,
Chiradzulu and Blantyre. Of these districts, CYECE only
managed to raise funds to support a few families affected by
Tropical Cyclone Freedy in Machinga district.

Regardless ofthe gains and the few challenges met, in the same year, CYECE winded
up its 5-year journey with IM Swedish Development Partner in Mangochi. The 5 years
partnership has helped CYECE to build the capacity of district stakeholders on
various models necessary to end child marriages and of course eliminating harmful
cultural practices in Traditional Authorities Namavi and Namkumba. CYECE also
managed to secure new partnership with UNESCO under the Comprehensive
Sexuality Education project. CYECE has been able to mobilize and engage local and
regional partners towards SADC Regional Integration to ensure that we have a SADC
that responds and addresses issues which affects citizens in the region in areas of
trade, tourism, education, health, peace and security just to mention a few. These are

some of the achievements and success stories for the year.

However, the CYECE 2023 Annual Report brings to light some
notable successes which the organization registered but also the
challenges which were encountered during the implementation of
various activities in our catchment areas. In other words, CYECE
has made various strides in the communities where it works in
addressing socio-economic challenges affecting children and
young people. It is very much important to acknowledge the
support and contributions which various partners and stakeholders
have made for the organization able to achieve these successes.
The partners have contributed in different forms ranging from
financial to material and in kind. This cannot go unnoticed. We
appreciate the wonderful support received from these partners.
CYECE would like to express it appreciation that amidst such
challenges and other calamities, it managed to interface and
interact with its project beneficiaries successfully. Again, within the
same year, the organization managed to expand to a new district
which is Ntchisi district with the School Feeding and After School
initiative.

| am also pleased to share the good news that
during the year 2023, CYECE completed the
review of its new Strategic Plan which will
replace the expired one in 2023. The new
Strategic Plan has seen the organization to
reposition itself to fit within the global and
regional development agenda by among other
things incorporating emerging issues in the
global village which have a bearing towards
youth development.

Once again, let me take this opportunity on behalf of CYECE Board of Trustees, Management and Staff to thank all
stakeholders and partners that have supported the work of CYECE throughout the year 2023. The year has been
full of experiences and lessons learnt to inform the direction for the organization. It has been a long journey which
we have walked together and the achievements made are attributed to the support rendered by all the partners
and staff members. It is our hope and belief that this support will continue beyond 2023 because by working
together we can improve and transform the lives of children and young people including the marginalized

communities across Malawi to realize their potential.



Warm Greeting to you all!

| have a great honour and privilege to share with
you the CYECE 2023 Annual Report which
presents the progress on activities and
interventions implemented in the year 2023, This
comes at a time when CYECE officially finished
implementation of its Strategic Plan (2019 -
2023). On behalf of Management, Staff and entire
Board of Trustees for Centre for Youth
Empowerment and Civic Education (CYECE), |
wish to express my profound gratitude and
appreciation for the continued support which the
organization received from various partners and
stakeholders. The support in essence has helped
the organization to realize the gains and
achievements highlighted in this report. It has
been a great year and unique because being the
final year of implementing our 5-year Strategy, it
raises a number of expectations from various
stakeholders as well as donor partners on what
could be the lessons and successes to draw from
the period under report.

While it is a moment of reflection and lessons learning
from the interventions implemented, as the Board
Chairperson for CYECE, | have a role to pinpoint issues
which are crucial to inform the general public on what
the organization has done in complementing
government’s efforts towards achieving both the long
term and short-term Malawi Agenda 2063. It would not
be fair if | fail to commend the collaboration that has
existed between CYECE as an institution and the
partners which has made the organization achieve over
95% success rate from its 2023 set plans. This is not a
mean achievement considering the terrain in which we
have been operating as an institution. CYECE
appreciates the cordial relationship that has existed
between the organization and its stakeholders and
development partners which have contributed to the
achievement of the aforementioned milestones. As we
look forward to the future, we see and visualize yet
another challenging year in view of the economic
downturns and political situation due to the forthcoming
tripartite elections. Our hope as an institution is therefore
that all the stakeholders and development partners will
walk with us in the year ahead and provide with us the
usual support to ensure that we carry out the planned
interventions without problems,

On behalf of the entire CYECE Board of Trustees, Management and Staff of CYECE and indeed on my
own behalf, | wish to reiterate the fact that CYECE will continue to serve its target audience with
professionalism that it deserves. For us as an institution, the limit is the sky and our motto will always
be the voice of the youth and children in Malawi. CYECE is always proud to be among the few
organizations that champion youth and children’s issues in Malawi including those with disabilities
for them to have access to quality SRHR, services, education and that their rights are protected and
promoted at all levels. We commit to ensure that Adolescent Girls and Young Women (AGYW), the

youth and children are active participants in the design, implementation, monitoring and evaluation
of our programs. Furthermore, as we roll out the new strategic plan (2024 -2028) we will continue to
ensure that no one is left behind through various strategies that we use to reach out to our target
groups for example Meaningful Involvement of Young People (MIYP), Advocacy, Outcome Mapping
and Harvesting just to mention but a few. Through this way, we are very much optimistic that we will
continue to be a strategic partner to government as we complement government efforts at all levels.

May God Bless You!



1.0 BACKGROUND

Centre for Youth Empowerment and Civic Education (CYECE) is a Non-profit, Non-Governmental
Organization that was established and registered under the Trustees Incorporation Act of 1962. It is a
membership organization where young people as individuals and youth groups register as members. CYECE
was established and registered in 1997. The organization also registered as a Youth NGO in 1998 through the
National Youth Council Act of 1996.Since then CYECE has been undertaking programs to meet the needs of
young people and children in Malawi in the areas of sexual and reproductive health, child rights and
meaningful youth participation. The organization was formed with the aim of addressing the socio-economic
development issues affecting young people in Malawi.

GOAL.: To ensure wellbeing of children, adolescents, and young people in their diversity
by 2030.

1.0 VISION
By 2030, Malawi and the world at large is a climate sensitive society where children, and youth in their
diversities are safe, empowered, healthy and are meaningfully participating in social economic development.

11 MISSION

CYECE is a Malawian non-profit making and non-governmental organization that exists to empower children,
adolescents and youth, and promote their rights and wellbeing through social mobilization, capacity building,
education, evidence generation and research, behavior change communication and advocacy; taking into
account the values of transparency, accountability, professionalism, inclusiveness and integrity.

CENTRE FOR YOUTH EMPOWERMENT

1.2 VALUES
= Innovation

= Transparency

= accountability

= inclusiveness

- equality, and commitment
- Integrity

= Professionalism

- Sustainability

1.3 STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES

» To ensure that all children are protected from all forms of
violence, abuse and exploitation and are realizing their full
potential by having access to inclusive and quality early
childhood development, primary and secondary education,
health care and meaningfully participate in the society.

To promote development and empowerment of young
people in their diversities for meaningful participation and
involvement in social and economic development.

To promote adolescents and young people's access to
quality and comprehensive SRHR, HIV/AIDS, mental health
and general health care information and services.




‘OF CONTENTS

1: BACKGROUND
11 Vision
1.2 Mission
1.3 Values

3.0ACHI
31 Child nghts Promotion (IVIALE ;

ALE, DISTRICT,

2: HIGHLIGHTS OF ACTIVITIES ' _ DISABILITY12
21 Ch|Id Rights Promotion ‘ 2 Adolescent and Youth Health and Wel eing 13
211 Gommunity mobilization on child rights promotion Development and Empowerment 13
dreness raising on child rights promotion e e, £
acity building on child rights 4.0 s ccs@sronv .
jon of services for children 41 Child Rights Promotion13 o
tw rking and visibility (partnerships with other organizations) 4.3Adolescent and Youth Health and wellbeing 14 fi‘ﬁ‘ :
. bbying and advocacy 4.4Youth Development and Empowerment 16 G
il 6.0 PARTNERS

2.2 ADOLESCENT AND YOUTH HEALTH AND WELLBEING
2.2 Community mobilization on adolescent and youth health and wellbeing
2.2.2. Awareness raising on Adolescent and Youth health well being
2.2.3 Capacity building/strengthening on Adolescent and Youth health well beings
2.2.4 Provision of services on Adolescent and Youth health well being Q
2.2.5 Networking and visibility (partnerships with other organizations)
2.2.6 Lobbying and advocacy

2.3YOUTH DEVELOPMENT AND EMPOWERMENT
2.31 Community mobilization for Youth Development And Empowerment
2.3.2. Awareness raising
2.3.3 Capacity building/strengthening
2.3.4 Provision of services
8.5 Networking and visibility (partnerships with other
organizations)

* mr?'m
WWW.CYECEMW.ORG . o o @

CENTRE FOR YOUTH EMPOWERMENT AND CIVIC EDUCATION




FACTIVITIES

CENTRE FOR YOUTH EMPOWERMENT AND CIVIC EDUCATION www.evecemworc @ @ © @

"

& 4. ¢ ‘ " i ,I..
i s ,\‘:_ﬁ

¥ s




2.0 HIGHLIGHTS OF ACTIVITIES 2.1.1 Community mobilization on child rights
2.1 Child Rights Promotion promotion

Key Activities done in order to address CYECE in 2023, through different projects,
strategic objective 1; To ensure that all implemented a number of community
children are protected from all forms of mobilization activities, which include inception
violence, abuse and exploitation and are meetings with community structures. Inception
realizing their full potential by having meetings were aimed at introducing the project to
access to inclusive and quality early community stakeholders and seeking their
childhood development, primary and approval and support. Examples are the SCORE
secondary education, health care and in FNS project in Dedza and the school feeding

meaningfully participate in the society. program in Mchinji and Dowa districts.

d

Furthermore, CYECE conducted periodic review meetings with Community Child Labor Committees in all catchment TAs on progress updates. Established and
strengthened Community Child Labour Committees (CCLCs) in the target TAs of M’bang’'ombe and Chadza in Lilongwe and Dambe and Mduwa in Mchinji. In
addition to that, CYECE conducted meetings with FNS structures for review of the project in Dedza under the SCORE project.

2.1.2 Awareness raising on child rights promotion

Over the past year, CYECE, through different projects, has conducted awareness raising activities. CYECE supported parents’ child communication sessions,
including mother -to- daughter camps and community sensitization meetings on disability activities. CYECE in partnership with ministry of labour, TAMA
farmers trust, Malawi Congress of trade union (MCTU) and District child Labour Committee (DCLC) organized a commemoration of World Day Against Child
Labour in TA Chadza in Lilongwe with support from International Labour organisation (ILO) aiming at raise awareness on ills of child labour, tenancy and force
labour.
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2.1.3 Capacity building on child rights

Throughout the year, CYECE conducted trainings on the management of school feeding
initiatives (hygiene practices, roles and responsibilities of committees, development of schedules,
and data collection tools), as well as financial literacy to enable the schools to manage income
generating activities. The trainings targeted the bakery committees who were trained on how to
bake scones, buns and other confectionery in the two expansion schools under the school
feeding program in Tasekela, Kaigwazanga, Pinda and Kankhande in Mchinji district, Chambidzi
in Dowa district as well as Chimatilo, Kamuzu and Mtunthama in Kasungu district.

In addition , FNS structures in Dedza underwent capacity building trainings on household water
and sanitation, food production and process utilization, nutrition pregnancy, food systems and
GESI not leaving out VSL.CYECE also trained Community Child Labour Committees (CCLCs) in
Community Based Child Labour Monitoring System to monitor their communities and act as
watch dogs for improved service delivery by government stakeholders and trained youth
network s of Makanjira and Kuluunda in Social Accountability and Monitoring (SAM) and
advocacy.

Furthermore, CYECE trained male champions in nutrition and FNS structures (promoters, ANCC)
were oriented on how they can plan and evaluate the FNS interventions. An example is the
SCORE in FNS project in Dedza.

2.1.4 Provision of services for children

Through the different child rights projects that CYECE is implementing, in 2023, CYECE
constructed 8 kitchens in expansion 2 schools and provided porridge to over 11,000 learners from
current and expansion 1schools. In addition to that, the Installation of playcenters commenced in
expansion 2 schools. The structures include swings, slides, see-saws and monkey bars. The
schools were also provided with games such as scrabble, chess, bawo, football and netballs. In
addition, CYECE constructed 5 millers and 5 bakeries in expansion 1 schools in Kasungu, Dowa
and Ntchisi districts as part of income generating activities to ensure the sustainability of the
project.

2.1.5 Networking and visibility (partnerships with other organizations)

The organization also managed to work with other organizations in different networks on issues to do with children. For instance, the organization is a member
of the All-In-All Learning Network in Malawi. This is a grouping of organizations in Malawi whose mission is to promote the right to education for marginalized
groups of children. In 2023, the network managed to conduct several activities, for instance, the learning exchange visits and research study on climate change
and inclusive education, whose title was “Exploring the impacts of cyclone Freddy on early childhood education for children with disabilities in Malawi."
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Championing Change:
Celebrating Years of
Dedication Towards

- Ending Child Marriages




2.1.6 Resource mobilization for child rights

During the year 2023, the organisation managed to source funding to support the
child rights projects. One proposal was successful and the organisation received
grant from International Labor organization (ILO)

Adolescent and youth health and wellbeing

Activities carried out in order to achieve strategic objective 1: To promote
adolescents and young people's access to quality and comprehensive SRHR,
HIV/AIDS, mental health, and general health care information and services

2.2.1 Community mobilization on adolescent and youth health and wellbeing
Under community mobilization through different projects, CYECE conducted
inception meetings with the ADC to sensitize them on a new project. An example is
the SET project in Salima. In addition, CYECE also conducted a meeting with
community stakeholders to link girls/youth clubs to be supported in conducting life
skills sessions and peer education forums in schools and communities through the
Rise Up Speak Up And Act Against Child Marriage project in Mangochi.
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2.2.2. Awareness raising on Adolescent and Youth health well being
In order to raise awareness on adolescent and youth health wellbeing
CYECE conducted village to village youth week of activism on SRHR,
child marriages and education, CYECE developed and produced
posters of anti-child marriage campaign that were distributed to
targeted community structures in the two targeted communities of
Traditional Authorities Nankumba and Namavi.

CYECE also hosted community dialogues with different community
stakeholders, including youth club members, chiefs, religious leaders,
ADC and VDC members, as well as both primary and secondary
school students. The main objective of the sessions was to increase
young people’s knowledge on their SRHR and encourage the rigorous
commitment of community leaders in promoting youth SRHR.

In 2023, CYECE supported 4 trained community SRHR Champions to
conduct 2 radio talk shows in order to reach out to more young people
outside the project catchment area with SRHR information. The first
talk show was aired under the theme “Investing in Youth SRHR" while
the second one aimed at sharing the recommendations made to
different stakeholders on the protection and promotion of youth SRHR
with the aim of increasing the commitment of both Traditional and
Religious leaders engaged in youth SRHR.
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Furthermore, CYECE organized legal awareness
raising meetings at T/A Mizinga Machinga
targeting youth clubs’ members to help them to
analyse, question and challenge harmful norms
and power dynamics causing SGBV (particularly
defilement and child marriages). In addition,
CYECE conducted transformative dialogue
sessions on addressing SGBV where youth club
members from Kayuni, Tigwirizane, Matwaya and
Chituche were engaged and were expected to
cascade the dialogue sessions with other

community structures and stakeholders who are
responsible for nullifying child marriages.
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2.2.3 Capacity building/strengthening on Adolescent
and Youth health well being

Previously, CYECE trained SASA facilitators in Dedza to
be implementing SASA activities with an intention of
ending harmful practices, unintended pregnancies and
SGBV. In 2023, the SASA facilitators underwent refresher
training to assist them in deliberately making efforts
towards fighting sexual gender-based violence,
unintended pregnancies and harmful practices. The
training also helped the facilitators to effectively partner
and engage relevant stakeholders from the community in
raising awareness and taking action against SGBV,
Harmful Practices and Unintended Pregnancies.
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2.2.4 Provision of services
Adolescent and Youth health
being

Over the past year, CYECE has provided
SRHR services and SGBV screening in
Machinga and Salima under the SET
and Prevention of SGBV in rural Malawi.
The services provided include HIV
testing and counselling, STI screening,
general reproductive health consultation
and contraceptives. This was done
through SRHR community service fares
and supporting health workers to
conduct SGBV screening.
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2.2.5 Networking and visibility (partnerships with other organizations)

CYECE in the year 2023 partnered with UNESCO under UNESCQ's “Our Lives, Our
Rights, Our Future” Program, which is committing resources towards capacity
building for improved CSE delivery in Malawi through the national training of
trainers on CSE. Under the Strengthening the capacity of district SRHR actors in the
delivery and coordination of Comprehensive Sexuality Education (CSE) for in- and
out-of-school youth, CYECE conducted 8 sensitization meetings with CSE TWG and
the DEC in Machinga, Salima, Mangochi and Dedza.

2.2.6 Lobbying and advocacy

In the year under review, the fundraising team held partnership meetings with
different local and international development partners. CYECE engaged Malawi
Scotland Partnership and Breaking Barriers on supporting Cyclone Freddy victims.

Youth development and empowerment

Activities done in order to address strategic objective 3; To promote empowerment
of young people in their diversities for meaningful participation and involvement in
social and economic development.
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2.11 Awareness raising

In 2023, CYECE conducted a dialogue on
the interconnectedness of Gender Based
Violence, Mental health, and youth
participation (16 days of activism
campaign). The dialogue was aimed at
raising awareness among the youth on
preventing violence against women and
girls under the theme “Unite, invest to
prevent violence against women and girls.
addressing these issues might increase
youth's  participation in civic and
development processes, and by extension
help in preventing mental health issues
among the youth.

2.1.2 Capacity building/strengthening
CYECE conducted a series of trainings on
youth right-based approach, mental
health, climate change and leadership
trainings. Trainings were conducted on
mental health, climate change, right
based approach and leadership. These
trainings were conducted with CYECE
staff and youths from youth clubs in
Lilongwe, Salima, Dedza, Mangochi and
Machinga. An example is the Youth
Participate Project.

Furthermore, CYECE trained 15 YRA
participants; the primary objective was to
assemble a group of young people with
knowledge, skills, and hands-on
experience in Adolescent Sexual and
Reproductive Health and Rights (ASRHR)
research. Having dedicated themselves to
a comprehensive research process, the
participants were to be acknowledged for
their commitment through the receipt of
certificates of completion

CENTRE FOR YOUTH EMPOWERMENT AND CIVIC EDUCATION

2.1.3 Networking and with  other
organizations)

In 2023, CYECE participated in the National Youth-Led Dialogue on
Sexual Reproductive Health Rights and Youth Friendly Health Services.
The event was done in collaboration with For Equality, GAYO, and SAT
Malawi. Two youth, from the Youth Researchers Acadamy were invited to
attend a National Youth-Led Dialogue on Sexual and Reproductive Health
Rights (SRHR) and youth friendly health services (YFHS). The training
aimed at equipping young people with practical skills on tracking health

and SRHR financing and budget
I -

visibility  (partnerships
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Furthermore, CYECE conducted a market and hospital
clean-up campaign in Kamphata Market and
Mthethera Hospital in Lilongwe in collaboration with
Nkhoma Synod Radio to commemorate International
Youth Day. The activity was done to incorporate issues
relating to climate change, which gained substantial
engagement and support, raising awareness and
encouraging positive actions among young people in
different youth clubs around Kamphata community in
Lilongwe district. This was done under the Youth
participate project.

WTH RESE4/CHERS
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2.1.4 Resource mobilization

In the year 2023,CYECE engaged International
Organization for Migration on possible partnership
on youth empowerment programming.
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2.4 Governance

The CYECE strategic plan ends in December
2023, and the team started drafting a
2024-2028 strategic plan. During the year,
CYECE hired a consultant to lead the process
of strategic plan development. The first draft
was submitted, reviewed and feedback was
provided to the consultant. The consultative
meeting with stakeholders was also done in
order to seek external input on emerging
issues to be considered when developing the
strategic plan
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3.0 ACHIEVEMENTS

This section present a summary of achievements pertaining to the outputs of
the organization's projects aligned with the strategic objectives. The data
presented have been collected through robust monitoring and evaluation
processes implemented across various projects.

3.1.Children especially girls and the most marginalized children are
protected from all forms of violence, abuse, and exploitation and have
access to inclusive quality basic and secondary education

Number of children reached with child development services
disaggregated by district

Male Female | Total
Lilongwe 606 607 1213
Mchinji 3326 2986 6312
Kasungu 3127 3179 6306
Dowa 3178 3329 6507
Ntchisi 871 847 1718
Total 11108 10948 22056

CYECE successfully implemented programs focused on fostering child
development which encompassed education support, school feeding
initiatives. Notably, from the total reach of 22056 children, the highest reach
was recorded in Dowa, Mchinji, and Kasungu, accounting for 29%. This
achievement is attributed to the presence of more schools and targeted
interventions in these districts.
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Kasungu
29%

Number of children reached with protection Services

CYECE has implemented programs aimed at safeguarding the
rights of children, among which are initiatives focused on
combating child marriages and addressing child labor issues
through identification and prevention strategies. These efforts have
yielded significant positive outcomes, including notable
improvements in school readmissions and increased enrollment
rates in targeted areas. The impact of these interventions has been
particularly evident in CYECE's operational districts, Mangochi,
Machinga, Dedza, Lilongwe, Kasungu, Dowa, and Mchinji.

Child protection services reach by district

Lilongwe
ntchisi 509
8%

Mchinji
29%

With a total reach of 2942 children reached with
protection services from all implementation site, the
graph presents percentage distribution of reach for
some districts with highest reach.
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3.2. Adolescents and young Gender Total
people’s access to and uptake of Male Fomale
comprehensive  SRMRAIDS oo 653 783 1436
information and services

Dedza 398 220 610
Number of  young people |Salima 4360 5120 9480
reached \-mth SBHH information Mangochi 654 554 1208
and services disaggregated by
gender and district Total 6065 6677 12742

District and gender reached with SRHR
informantion and services

Series "Male" Point "Salima"
Value: 4360

MACHINGA DEDZA SALIMA MANGOCHI

u Male = Femaie

During the reporting period, CYECE successfully reached a total of 12,733 young
people across Machinga, Dedza, Salima, and Mangochi with comprehensive Sexual
and Reproductive Health and Rights (SRHR) information and services. Some of the
main services provided to young people include Reproductive health consultations,
STl screening and treatment, contraceptives , HIV testing among others. The
distribution among genders indicates a balanced outreach effort, with approximately
52% of beneficiaries being female and 48% male.
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3.3. Empower young people and advocate for their meaningful

participation in social and economic development During the reporting period, CYECE successfully reached a total of 12,733 young
people across Machinga, Dedza, Salima, and Mangochi with comprehensive Sexual
Number of young people reached with various interventions and Reproductive Health and Rights (SRHR) information and services. Some of the
disaggregated by gender main services provided to young people include Reproductive health consultations,
_ STl screening and treatment, contraceptives , HIV testing among others. The
Nirvsntion Gondes o distribution among genders indicates a balanced outreach effort, with approximately
Wais, | Feme 52% of beneficiaries being female and 48% male.
VSL 320 561 881
Climate change 53 72 125 AUEROHIFV LHAMPIUN
Sports recreation 78 92 170 FUH CHA Nnc
Life skills 1008 1067 2075 Wy
Totals 1459 1792 3251 GOAL/SUE

Hramitasgs sl =g doy
i L A e T )
gt el gl gt

As part of its commitment to youth empowerment, CYECE
implemented various interventions aimed at enhancing their skills
and capabilities. A total of 3,251 individuals have benefited from
these initiatives, which encompass Village Savings and Loans (VSL),
Climate Change awareness, Sports Recreation, Life Skills training, e
and other interventions. -

INTERVENTION REACH DISSAGREGATED BY DISTRICT

Dedza
13%

te g . -

Mangochi
17%

y

r

Lilongwe
8%

Salima
27%

Machinga
35%

These activities have been strategically conducted across CYECE's
operational districts, including Mangochi, Lilongwe, Machinga, Salima, and r
Dedza.
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4. Child Rights Promotion -

TR

In 2023, Simbi School embarked on a
transformative journey with the initiation of the
Support for School Feeding and After School
Initiative. Before the program, the school faced
challenges, as evident from the baseline data for
2022 which revealed that no student progressed to
secondary school. Fast forward to 2023 and the
impact is staggering, as 18 students (comprising 5
boys and 13 girls) were selected to attend
secondary schools, signaling a remarkable
improvement in academic performance. The
initiative, focusing on a nutritious school feeding
scheme and after-school support, played a pivotal
role in this success. Students benefited from school
porridge enhancing concentration and overall
well-being while the after-school support system
provided a conducive environment for additional
learning activities. This transformative success not
only breaks the previous year's academic barriers
but also revives community spirit, motivating
parents, teachers and community leaders to invest
fervently in the education of their children,

CENTRE FOR YOUTH EMPOWERMENT AND CIVIC EDUCATION
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' BREAKING BARRIERS:

NPOWERING YU JTH'S

Young people living in rural communities do
not access sexual reproductive health services
and information due to long distances to the
service provision centers, among other
reasons.

Young people from Salima are not spared. For,
example, youth from the communities of T/A
Makanjira have to walk a minimum of 10 KM to
access SRH services to a health center that is
in,another T/A as there is no health center in
T/A Makanjira. With support from Amplify
Change, CYECE is implementing Sexuality
Education for Transformation in the
communities of T/A Mkanjira and Kuluunda to
ensure that adolescent girls

and young women have access to SRH
services. Through this project, 20 young
people from the communities were trained as
community SRH champions. Among their
many roles, the SRHR Champions advocate for
the rights of young people to access SRH
services, They provide information and
education about SRHR topics, helping
community members make informed decisions
and dispel myths and misconceptions.

—

These champions also facilitate connections to
health care providers and support services to
ensure that young people have access to SRHR
services. For example, the community SRHR
Champions from T/A Kuluunda have collaborated
with Liwufu Health Centre to supply them with
SRH services on a monthly basis. These
champions then act as access points for the SRH
services to fellow young people in the
communities.

Flgure 2: Part of the Service fare participants

There is a notable change in the attitude of
communities towards young people's access to

SRHR services. Communities are now aware of the SRH
rights that young people have. They are now encouraging
and supporting them to access the services, unlike in the
past, where this would have been seen as taboo. During a
community SRH service fare that CYECE, in collaboration
with Salima DHO, conducted, Group Village Headman
Mpiringidzo encouraged young people to access SRHR
services that were available at the fare. In his speech, the
GVH encouraged young people to abstain from sex and
said that if they cannot manage to abstain, they should
practice safe sex for them to be able to live a healthy and
productive life.

_ Figure 1: District Health Oﬂ:clal expiammg service delivery
" logistical arrangements and available SRHR services during a
. Community SRHR Service fare at Nakaledza in T/A Makanijira,
Sahma dlstrlct
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The GVH also encouraged parents to allow the young people to access SRH services,
as this is a good development. This simply shows that community leaders are now
changing their negative attitude towards youth’s access to SRH services. There is
also an increased access to SRH Services and information among young people in
T/AMakanjira. The SRHR service fare brought much-needed SRH services and
information to young people in the community. During the fare, 73 young people (36
males and 37 females) accessed different types of contraception. 82 young people (31
males and 51 females) accessed ST| diagnosis and of these, 40 (14 males and 26
females) accessed STI treatment. 38 young people (22 males and 16 females)
accessed HIV Testing and Counselling while 50 (28 males and 22 females) went away
with oral quick HIV test kits for self-testing. The fare also reached out to 46 young
people (26 males and 20 females) with reproductive health consultations.
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2023

INCOME AND
EXPENDITURE
SUMMARY

PROJECT INCOME (MK) EXPENDITURE (MK)
Family Federation of Finland 165,770,107 164,469,949
Operation day’s Work 100,704,758 99,495,127

IM Swedish Partner 80,275,888 79,003,763

Sonke for Gender Justice 90,555,333.11 90,551,614

NOREC 102,785,233 101,354,512

Philip Morris International 684,924,016.14 261,386,475

World Vision 28,093,954.75 28,093,954.75

Tilitonse Foundation

29,002,146.46

28,796,801.28

International Labour Organisation 33,436,763.31 24,310,513
UNESCO 6,249,360 4,986,280
Saywhat 35,120,211 28,209,271.24
Cyclone Freddy Response by MLL 18,200,000 18,200,000
Limbe Leaf 16,200,000 16,200,000
TOTAL MK1,391,317,771 MK945,058,260
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